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Major General, Dr. Hayk S. Kotanjian was born in Armenia. He is a graduate and a Counterterrorism Fellow, School of National Security Executive Education, National Defense University (2003-2004). He also graduated the NSOOC, NDU. In parallel, and under the guidance of Institute for National Security Studies (INSS), he had an OJT research program to establish a similar to INSS governmental think tank in Armenia, as well as to gain American methodology on developing National Security Strategy. Returning back to Armenia, MG Kotanjian founded the INSS's sister organization and became the First Commandant, Institute for National Strategic Studies, MOD, Advisor on Defense and Security Policy to the Minister of Defense. In 2006-2007 he was appointed as the Secretary, NSS Elaboration Interagency Commission by the Decree of the President, Armenia. Dr. H. Kotanjian was the Academic Supervisor of the NSS Interagency Elaboration Project.

His position is formally equal to that of Deputy Chief of General Staff of Armenian Armed Forces. MG Kotanjian has established the First Armenian Military Office in the United States, and has served as a Defense, Army, Naval and Air Force Attaché to the USA (1998-2002); Head, Department of External Relations and International Cooperation, Ministry of Defense (1995-1998), Armenia; Founder-Editor in Chief, Scientific Defense Quarterly Magazine, Ministry of Defense, Armenia (1994-1998); Defense Security Studies Quarterly, INSS MOD, Armenia (2007). 

Dr. Kotanjian was invited to Armenia in 1992 to participate in the creation of the Armed Forces of the newly independent Republic of Armenia. He established the Defense Policy Department, Ministry of Defense, Armenia, and served as its Head from 1992-1993. Dr. Kotanjian has previously served as a Political Advisor and Analyst in Afghanistan (1982-1983). He has held a diplomatic rank of the Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary (ret.)

His defense/security education includes: Black Sea Security Program, JFK School of Government, Harvard University (2007); Counterterrorism Fellowship, NDU (2003-2004); Dynamics of International Terrorism Course, USAF Joint Special Operations School (2004); NATO Staff Officers Course, NDU (2003); Specialized English Course, DLI, (2003); RAND Graduate School Defense Strategic Analysis Program, (2001), Washington, DC; Flag Officers Executive Course (1998), George Marshall College of International and Security Studies, Germany; Higher Naval College of Radio-electronics (two years course), (1965-1966), Leningrad (Saint Petersburg), USSR.

He received his M.S. (Summa Cum Laude) in Engineering Psychology and Cybernetics (joint program of Department of Cybernetics, Yerevan Polytechnic Institute and Department of Psychology, Leningrad State University, USSR) in 1971; He received his two PhD degrees from the Moscow advanced academic schools. PhD. in Social Psychology of Leadership and Management from Academy of Social Sciences & Moscow State University, Moscow, in 1981; and second Doctoral Degree in Political Science and Strategic Security Studies from the Academy of Public Administration & Academy of the General Staff of the Armed Forces, Moscow, in 1992. 

Dr. Kotanjian has also held several academic and research positions including: Director and Professor, Department of Social Sciences and Economics at the Postgraduate School, Armenian State Technical University, Yerevan, Armenia (1993-1995); Senior Research Fellow, Center of Sociological Studies, Academy of Public Administration, Moscow (1990-1992); Research Fellow, Chair of Social Psychology, Academy of Social Sciences, Moscow (1978-1981).

Dr. Kotanjian is a member of the Councilor Board to the Minister of Science and Education of the Republic of Armenia (2009), Chairman of the INSS Academic Committee conferring academic degrees in “Political Institutions and Processes” and “International Relations” specializations of security and defense oriented political science (2009), Elected Fellow Member of the Independent Academy of Military Sciences, Moscow (1996), he is a Director of the Armenian Academic Foundation of Political Sciences nongovernmental organization.
MG, Dr. Hayk Kotanjian has published 9 monographs on Strategic Studies, Political Science, and Psychology of Leadership and Management. He is the author of the monograph “Developing Armenian National Security Strategy in the Context of Regional Security Architecture of the South Caucasus” written at the NDU, USA (2004-2005), and the Draft Concept of the National Security Strategy of the Republic of Armenia (2002), as well as of the “Principles of Defense Policy of the Republic of Armenia: Defense Policy Aspect of National Security” (1992).  Recently he published the monographs “Ethnic Politics of Conflict. Landmarks of Defense Policy and National Security of Armenia“ (2010) and “Political Problems of Security: Perestroika in the USSR – Karabakh, Armenia, South Caucasus – Afghanistan” (2009).

MG Hayk Kotanjian is awarded three orders, twenty medals, including the “Legion of Merit”, USA, and the Weapon of Honor, Afghanistan. In 2008 he was nominated as a Graduate of the Month by G. Marshall European Center for Security Studies.
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